Alison Sotomayor
Award-Winning Documentary Filmmaker, Storyteller, and Social Impact Leader

Alison Sotomayor is an Emmy Award-winning filmmaker and producer whose three-
decade career in public media and documentary filmmaking has been dedicated to
advancing equity, representation, and civic engagement through powerful storytelling.

Beginning at KCET, Los Angeles’ flagship public television station, Sotomayor spent a
decade producing the acclaimed public affairs series Life & Times, where her work
earned multiple Emmy and Golden Mike Awards for its insight and integrity in local
journalism. As an independent filmmaker, she has produced several celebrated PBS
documentaries, including The Rise and Fall of the Brown Buffalo (Phillip Rodriguez,
director/producer; Benicio del Toro, executive producer/Academy Award winner),
Bridging the Divide: Tom Bradley and the Politics of Race, and The New Los Angeles.
The educational film, Tom Bradley’s Impossible Dream, continues to inspire high school
students across the country.

Expanding her storytelling beyond the screen, Sotomayor has created multimedia and
digital projects that amplify underrepresented voices and foster community dialogue.
During the pandemic, she produced The Chicano Rebellion Reconsidered: 50 Years
Later, an innovative multimedia and television broadcast event, and EntrepreneurFest, a
digital resource empowering Latina small business owners nationwide. As Chief
Marketing Officer and Producer of LATINAFest, she helped build one of California’s
largest events celebrating and supporting Latina entrepreneurs.

A committed civic leader, Sotomayor serves as Chair of the Board of About
Productions, an interdisciplinary arts and theater organization in Los Angeles, and has
held leadership roles in education and advocacy, including Communications Director
for the National Hispanic Media Coalition (NHMC), and PTA President and Ways and
Means Chair for Rio Vista Elementary School.

Her work reflects a lifelong dedication to creating inclusive spaces, authentic stories,
and a media landscape that truly reflects the diversity of America.

Sotomayor is a member of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, Brown Girls
Doc Mafia, and the California Chicano News Media Association.

Her work has been recognized with two Emmy Awards, five Golden Mike Awards, a
Telly Award, and a Community Service Excellence Award from the Placentia Yorba
Linda Unified School District. Sotomayor holds a B.A. in Sociology from the University
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).



